
 
WGN AMERICA CONVERSION 

Please distribute this among your staff to better inform them about the WGN America conversion. 
 

FACT SHEET 

Q:  Why is WGN America changing from a superstation to a cable network? 
A:  On December 15, 2014, WGN America began the process of converting from a superstation to a cable 
network as it transitions to become a destination for high-quality programming. 
 
Over the past several months, WGN America has been creating content to expand its programming lineup to 
best serve the interests of its national audience.  In 2014, WGN America launched its first two high-quality 
original series Salem and Manhattan, and both will return for a second season in 2015.  Joining these hit 
original series will be popular fare, including Person of Interest, Elementary, and Blue Bloods.  To see the 
changes WGN America is making to better serve the interests of its national audience, please visit 
WGNAmerica.com. 
 
Q:  When will the conversion actually take place? 
A:  WGN America began converting from a superstation to a cable network on December 15, 2014.  The 
process is expected to take several months. 

Q:  Is WGN America changing its name when the network converts to a cable network? 
A:  No.  WGN America is not changing its name.  The network remains WGN America. 
 
Q: Will I still see Chicago sports on WGN America when it converts to a cable network? 
A:  As a national cable network, WGN America will not have the right to carry local Chicago sports games 
nationally. WGN Sports telecasts remain on WGN in Chicago as well as stations in parts of Illinois, Iowa and 
Indiana.  The same games may be available outside the Chicago area on the “NBA League Pass” package at 
NBA.com/LeaguePass and the "MLB Extra Innings" package at MLB.tv. 
 
Q: Upon converting to a cable network, will WGN America carry WGN-TV Chicago news? 
A: Upon converting to a national cable network, local Chicago newscasts will not be carried on WGN America.  
WGN-TV newscasts continue to air on WGN-TV locally in Chicago, as well as worldwide through WGN 
Chicago’s website WGNTV.com and the WGN News apps on mobile devices, computers and Internet-
compatible televisions.  Unfortunately, league rules prohibit video streaming of the sports segments but you 
may consider ChicagoTribune.com/Sports or the official team websites for Chicago sports news. 
 
Q: Upon converting, will WGN America now be completely separate from WGN-TV in Chicago? 
A:  Yes.   
 
Q: Will WGN America be seen in HD? 
A:  WGN America is proud to offer nearly all of its programming in superb high definition clarity.  Viewers can 
check their local listings and find out if WGN America is seen in HD in their area. 
 
Q:  How can I find out if my service provider offers WGN America? 
A:  Please visit the WGN America Channel Finder at WGNAmerica.com. 
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